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L%L%Ancf and Tndian War

hroughout the first half of the 18th century, a series

of conflicts between France, England, and other
European countrnies set the stage for
the Seven Tears War. From 1754
to 1763, bastles raged across five
continents as the empires of Eu-

rope wied for control of precious
colonial resources and ternitory.
North America’s part in this frst
world-wade war 13 kaown as the
Franch and Indian War

By 1750, the British colonial
popul bad surpassed one mullion and began push-
ng westward. Meanwhile, France began to construct
a senes of forts along the Mississippi and Chio rvers.
In 1754, French forces began cccupying land recently
chimed by Virmnia. Attempting to prevent further
encroachment, Virginia Covernor Dinvaddie called for
silstary assistance from nearby colonies. North Carolina
was the firse of the other English colonies to respond.
Ev [y, North Carolina’s soldiers would serve in
five major campaigns, 23 far away as Peansylvans and
New York

The Unated Seates had its orimin in the French and
Indian War. By 1763, the English and their alhes bad
trumphed, but new taxes, meant to reduce Britaa's
enormous war debt, were levied without the consent
of Colonial as-
mounted and, in
1775, exploded into
open revolution. The
French, humiliated
and vengeful, gladly
supported the Ameri-
cans in therr quest for
independence.
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hen the war began, Royal Governor of North

Carolina, Arthur Dobbs, locked to his colony’s
defense. As 2 former military officer, Dobbs was quick to
recruit and arm companies of full-time provincial soldiers
and have them construct forts at strategic points, inchuding
one on the western frontier.

Construction of Fort Dobbs began in the fall of 1755.
Completed in 1756, observers describad it as “A good and
Substantal Building of the Ds 10ns following (that 23 to
say) The Oblong Square £fty three feet by forty; the opposite
Angles Twenty four feet and Twenty-two, In height Twenty
four and a half feet... The Thickness of the Walls which are
made of Ozk Logs regularly Diminished from sz Inches
to Six, it contans three floors and there may be discharged
from each floor at one and the same tme about cne hundred
Muskets the same 13 beauafully scituated in the fork of

Goe Arbuar Dobbe

Fourth Creek a Branch
of the Tadkan River”
The fortac-

commodated at least
one company of ity
provincial soldiers, and
included lhang space
for officers, such 23
Hugh Waddell, who

oversaw its constructon

and was commandant for

much its cccupaton. Fort Dobbs alwo served as a supply depot
and symbol of the Crown's regional control. This control
was threatened when fighting broks outin 1759 After the
indmscriminate murder of ssveral warniors by Virginians, the
Cherckee Indians took revengs on English settlers vng
near Fort Dobbs. The hostilities lasted more than two years
and included an attack on the fore by  force of more than sy
Cherokees. By November of 1761, peace was finally restored.
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quickly moved west and Fort Dobbs was closed.
By 1766, the abandoned fort was in ruins and 3000 became
farmland. The
aite was nearly
forgotten uncl
1909, when the
Daughters of the
Amencan
Revolution
aquired it and
eventually
donated it to the
Seate of Nocth
Carclina. Archaes-
logical excavations,
beginning in 1967,




